COMPUTER USE POLICY AND GUIDELINES

Bridge City Public Library

Purpose
The Bridge City Public Library provides access to the Internet and other electronic resources as part of its mission:  “…to be a community library serving as a lifelong learning, information and entertainment resource center.” These resources are available in our facility as well as through remote access. The Library has no control over the information accessed through the Internet and cannot be held responsible for it s content. Individuals must accept responsibility for evaluating content. As with other library materials, the Library affirms the right and responsibility of parents or guardians to guide, determine, and monitor their children’s use of the Internet.

Responsibilities
Since there is no regulatory control of the Internet, The Bridge City Public Library cannot be responsible for the content of information available. Users are responsible for evaluating the sources providing the information as to its accuracy. The user should be aware that some information may be inaccurate, outdated or offensive. Where the resources are utilized by minors, the parent or guardian, not the Library, is responsible for evaluation of information. The computers may not be used for unauthorized, illegal or unethical purposes. Patrons may not send, receive or display text or graphics which may reasonably be construed as obscene.
The Library seeks to protect the First Amendments Rights of its patrons and their individual right to privacy. Users should be aware, however, that computers are located in public areas, and the viewing screens are subject to view by other library users and staff. The Library endorses standards of intellectual freedom, privacy and confidentiality as ser forth by the American Library Association’s Bill of Rights.

All users of Internet services agree to hold harmless from any and all claims, losses, damages, obligations or liabilities directly or indirectly relating to the use of the Internet. In no event shall the Bride City Public Library have any liability for lost profits or for indirect, special, punitive, or consequential damages or any liability to any third party, even if the Bridge City Public Library is advised of the damage.

Internet Use Guidelines
The public library, unlike schools, does not serve in loco parentis (in place of a parent). Staff personnel cannot act in the place of parents in providing constant care and supervision of children as they explore the Internet. The responsibility for what minors read or view on the Internet rests with parents or guardians. The following guidelines are considered acceptable use of the Library’s computers:

· Patrons must agree to abide by the Bridge City Public Library’s Internet Use Policy and Computer Use Procedures.

· The Internet can be utilized only for legal activities. Copyright laws and licensing agreements must be respected. 
· Personal information (name, address, password, telephone number, credit card number, etc.) should never be given out on the Internet.

· Illegal acts involving Library computing resources may be subject to prosecution by local, state or federal authorities.

· Any repair due to malicious destruction of equipment will be the financial responsibility of the user who caused the problem.
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